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Open-door policy threatened 


President may tighten grip on admission standards in future 


By KERRY O’BRIEN 
Observer Editor 


NECC president John R. Dimitry has solidi- 
fied his goals for student success. 

His master plan to improve academic qual- 
ity within the next three years consists of new 
policies, regulations and upgrading existing 
academic standards. 

Dimitry said accurately matching students 
to programs will ensure success because they’I] 
be in positions they can handle. He said the 
way to accomplish this is to completely step 
up admission standards. Analyzing high school 
transcripts and even considering SAT scores 
are possibilities. The faculty should be selec- 
tive in choosing students who are likely to 
succeed, he said. 

Pick and choose: “This will involve pro- 
fessional judgment,” he said. “But I want 
NECC students to succeed, not fail.” 

Dimitry said assessment tests need to be 
more restrictive. Knowing more about indi- 
vidual abilities will be effective in determining 
reading, writing and math skills before they 
start classwork, he said. 

“Tf students aren’t ready, require them to 
take developmental, non-credit courses until 
they are,” he said. “This will prevent a student 
from initially coming in over his or her head 
and dropping out or failing out.” 

These requirements will increase reten- 
tion rates. Marginal students won’t be per- 
mitted to overload and need to be ready to 
take more non-credit courses even if they’re 
at NECC for four years, he said. 

Sticking around: “Without providing the 


Student nab stants put on hold 


AT&T program takes over former student senate theater space 


By MARY HARRINGTON 
Observer Managing Editor 


Plans for the much-talked about student pub 
have been put on hold as one more room in 
the Student Center has been designated as 
office space. 

In a neighborly gesture, the college pro- 
vided AT&T the use of the former Senate 
Theater in F-Building for the purpose of 
directing and aiding its recently laid-off em- 
ployees. 

Tough times: After announcing layoffs in 
May, AT&T contacted NECC through the 
Alliance, an organization comprised of 


Controversy 
Reader Response 


Do you support the 
president’s decision to 
take down the POW- 
MIA flag? 


_ Call 374-3900, ext. 2634 today. 

| Be sure to leave your name and 
number and we will print several 
responses in our next issue, 


AT&T’s management and two unions. They 
asked for space in one spot for educational, 
career, personal and social counseling, said 
John R. Dimitry, NECC president. 

“The pub was placed on the back burner 
because the new student senate budget rec- 
ommendation had not been made yet,” he 
said. “We were not sure the plans would go 
through.” 

The budget was submitted May 4, but an 
agreement concerning the pub was made 
much earlier in the year, Arthur Signorelli, 
director of student activities, said. Dimitry 
agreed to pay for constructing the pub, with 
the student senate responsible for staffing it. 


An internship program and guidelines for 
students enrolled in the hotel and manage- 
ment program had been discussed and out- 
lined as well. 

Social scene: Many students leave cam- 
pus between and after classes due to the lack 
of space available to them. The idea of a pub 
was conceived as a solution to improve stu- 
dent life on campus. The pub, named The 
Point, was to be located in the former Student 
Center Theater. 

“Since the former theater was not used 
much, the idea which made the most sense 
was to provide for student interaction with a 

(continued on page 5) 


erupts over flag decision 


By ERIC LUNDIN 
Observer Editor 


Some Massachusetts veterans have a new war 
to fight. 

During the summer break, NECC presi- 
dent John R. Dimitry made a decision to take 
down the Prisoner of War-Missing in Action 
(POW-MIA) flag that once flew on campus. 
This angered veteran’s groups who viewed 
the decision as an act of disrespect for the 
many soldiers who are still missing in the 
aftermath of battle. 


But Dimitry, despite the objections from 
campus organizations and legislators, still 
stands firm behind his position, and said only 
orders from Gov. William Weld will raise the 
flag again. 

“I’ve taken a conservative approach to flag 
etiquette,” Dimitry said. “Flags are powerful 
symbols. I’ve always said that you should fly 
just two flags, the federal flag and the state 
flag.” 

Mistaken motive: The POW-MIA flag 
was raised a little under a year ago by mem- 

(continued on page 4) 


right background, students won’t stand a 
ghost of a chance in our programs,” he said. 
“The successful ones will clearly stick with 
us. 

No admittance to a class after the starting 
date, an existing college policy, was changed. 
Under extenuating circumstances, a form must 
now be filled out, attested to by the registrars 
and signed by the instructor. Norman J. 
Landry, dean of student affairs, said the rea- 
son for this is only the instructor knows if the 
student has the chance to catch up. 

“This way the instructor can get right up 
to normal speed without people dribbling in 
and out,” Dimitry said. 

Dimitry said he is aware many of these 
plans violate NECC’s open-door policy. 

“Open-door is dead,” he said. “Nursing 
and engineering don’t have open-door ac- 
ceptance.” 

Guidance: Since most students see them- 
selves as transfer students, Dimitry said he is 
prepared to make NECC the ultimate trans- 
fer college. To accomplish this, the core cur- 
riculum needs to be re-evaluated and strength- 
ened. He said students need to be shown in 
writing what to take course-by-course, se- 
quentially, and what other colleges expect 
and accept in each concentration area. 

“We need to do a better job having them 
realize their dreams and helping them decide 
from the start where they want to transfer.” 

Group effort: These changes will get un- 
der way this semester and a number of volun- 
teers in certain areas have been appointed as 
“think groups” to improve new policies and 
procedures. 
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Plan contradicts 


Opportunities shrink for future students 


Although President John R. Dimitry’s 
well-intended plan for academic improve- 
ment has merit, it is not practical for the 
college community it will serve. 

The method of choosing “select” stu- 
dents to attend NECC clashes with the 
mission ofa community college, which is 
to explore and try new educational op- 
portunities, inexpensively. Doing away 
with the college’s open-door admission 
policy may also decrease enrollment. 

Premature decisions: In order to 
mold NECC into the “ultimate transfer 
college,” Dimitry wants incoming stu- 
dents to declare a major. 

This two-year college is widely used to 
provide a core education where students 
can take required classes, boost their 
GPAs and transfer ifand when they know 
what they want to do. They shouldn’t be 
forced to make decisions they aren’t ready 
for. 

The president’s new transfer plan will 
enforce mandatory non-credit classes and 
assessment tests, two stipulations that 
already exist. With these as “secrets to 
success,” it sounds like the normal proce- 


Observer Editorial 


dure and not a new plan. 

Pointless: Dimitry said students need 
to be shown in writing what to take 
course-by-course. This, as the latest 
guideline, makes the purpose and useful- 
ness of the associate degree program 
listed (also course-by-course) in the 
NECC catalog questionable. Addition- 
ally, each student is provided with an 
adviser to help with guidance to achieve 
their academic goals within the college. 

The president’s plan is geared toward 
supporting and strengthening education, 
but many of his tactics have already been 
used, while much of it still needs more 
scrutinizing to guarantee the betterment 
he strives for. 

A sizeable number of students who 
attend NECC see it as a last bastion of 
hope. The college’s responsibility is not 
close its open doors on them, but to 
provide them with an equal opportunity 
for education. 


(See related story, page 1) 


Legislature vote unfair 


New law threatens students’ liberties, group says 


To the editor: 

Students have always been the backbone 
of social change movements - from the civil 
rights movement to the anti-war movement 
to the free speech and environmental move- 
ments. The growth and strength of student 
politicization is directly linked to the ability of 
students to form and fund organizations to 
work on issues they choose. 

Student government associations, young 
Democrats and Republicans, black student 
alliances and Public Interest Research Groups 
(PIRGs) have all benefited by the ability to 
pool resources and act as a whole greater than 
the sum of the individual parts. This success 
has enhanced the mission of the university in 
providing the educational benefits oflearning 
about issues, but most importantly through 
the ability to work on and have an impact 
through local initiatives and statewide and 
national legislation. 

In 1972, students throughout Massachu- 
setts formed MassPIRG organizing commit- 
tees and began seeking support for the estab- 
lishment of PIRG chapters through an clec- 
tion-based fee. Over the past 20 years, stu- 
dents involved with MassPIRG have worked 
on numerous issue campaigns. From fighting 
hunger and homelessness to registering thou- 
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sands of new voters, students have seen how, 
by joining forces, their combined efforts have 
led to far greater accomplishments than any 
single individual act. 

Unfortunately, on July 19, 1993, a provi- 
sion of the state budget was signed into law 
that restricts the rights of students to form 
and fund organizations that lobby. Students 
have played a critical role on public interest 
issues for years, from environmental preserva- 
tion to helping the hungry and homeless, to 
protecting civil rights. Why should students 
be prohibited from forming and funding 
groups on their campus through a self-im- 
posed, waivable fee? Students should be ac- 
tive in these issues, and MassPIRG has his- 
torically given them the opportunity to do so. 

We urge you to sign the petitions on 
campus that will bring this law to the people 
to decide. 80 thousand signatures are being 
collected across the state by Sept. 29 in order 
to make that happen, and put this law on the 
ballot in November of 1994. Stand up for 
your right to decide —join the campaign, sign 
the petition, and vote “No” in 794! 

Betsy L. Stone, 

MassPIRG campus organizer, 
NECC President John R. Dimitry, 
and seven other supporters 


Elllot Way, Haverhill, Mass. 01830 (508) 374-3900, ext. 2634 


Editors—Eric Lundin & Kerry O'Brien 
Managing Editor—Mary Harrington 

News Editor-Tim Johnston 

Features Editor—Neb Stojkovic 

Arts & Entertalnment Editor—-Don Tahan 
Sports Editor—Chris Otovic 

Photo Editor-Steve Lachance 

Graphics Editor—Ric Bouchard 

Ad Manager—Judy Sirois 


Adviser—Joseph T. LeBlanc 


Ad Staff-Samantha Buffum 
Typesetter and Writing Coach-Laura McKellar j 


The NECC Observer is a public forum dedicated to the ideals of quality journalism. 

| Tocontribute - Signed letters or guest columns are always welcome, especially if they 
concern NECC campus events, people or issues. Due to space limitations, we reserve 
the right to edit all material. Deadline for next issue: Wednesday, Sept. 22. 


National Pacemaker Award—Associated Collegiate Press 
New England College Newspaper of the Year-New England Newspaper Association 
Best of Show-Associated Collegiate Press, Chicago, Fall 1992 


| 
| 
| 
First Place Mark of Excellence Award, Region I-Society of Professional Journalists | 


State senator explains 
his MassPIRG position 


To the editor: 

Few, if any, political organizations are as 
skilled at affecting public policy and raising 
consumer awareness as MassPIRG. Not only 
has it placed environmental concerns squarely 
on the state’s agenda, it also serves as a 
valuable educational tool, teaching its mem- 
bers, especially college students, that citizens 
who feel empowered can indeed make gov- 
ernment more responsive. MassPIRG’s con- 
tributions to our democratic process are as 
important as its legislative successes. 

That MassPIRG is a valued presence in 
public policy-making is evidenced by the fact 
that Massachusetts residents donate $2.4 to 
$3.9 million to the organization each year. 
Many citizens clearly have high regard for 
MassPIRG and its work. 

It is no secret that I support most of 
MassPIRG’s public policy objectives. Find- 
ing better ways to protect our environment 
and consumers and encouraging greater citi- 
zen participation in government figure promi- 
nently on my own agenda. But! disagree with 
some MassPIRG supporters who believe the 
proper way for the organization to raise money 
on college campuses is through a negative 
checkoff system on students’ tuition bills. 

During the budget debate in June, I voted 
for an amendment that replaces the negative 
checkoff system with a positive checkoff. It 
should be noted that nothing changes under 
the positive check-off system except that stu- 
dents and parents must now take action if 
they wish to contribute. Students can still 
hold a referendum to determine whether 
MassPIRG will appear on their tuition bill 
and whether the college will be required to 
collect the fees and turn them over to 
MassPIRG. But what MassPIRG will be un- 
able to dois continue the practice of assuming 
all students to be members and contributors 
to the organization unless they ask for a 
waiver. 

Over the years, anumber of bills have been 
filed in the Legislature that sought to take 
away the students’ right to form MassPIRG 
groups on college campuses. Some legisla- 
tors, for example, would abolish the students’ 
right to place MassPIRG referendum ques- 
tions on campus election ballots. I have stead- 
fastly opposed such efforts. 

Many of my fellow MassPIRG supporters 
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believe that eliminating the negative checkoff 
will weaken the organization and that sup- 
porting the positive checkoff was a way of 
retaliating against MassPIRG for its successes. 
To be sure, some legislators hope the positive 
checkoff will indeed hinder the group’s abil- 
ity to raise money and wage effective cam- 
paigns. Others who support many of 
MassPIRG’s policies, but disagree with some 
ofits methods and tactics, hope their vote will 
be a “wake-up call,” forcing the group into 
more reasonable practices. 

I voted for the positive checkoff because of 
my long-held belief that enabling students 
and parents to make the conscious decision to 
join and contribute to political organizations 
is simply the right thing to do. 

The negative checkoff system has always 
troubled me because it assumes membership 
and obliges students and parents to make the 
conscious decision not to contribute. I be- 
lieve this system is anti-consumer and funda- 
mentally undemocratic. A negative checkoff 
enables the group to exercise its collective 
power at the expense of the individual’s rights. 

But a positive checkoff takes that away 
from the group and empowers individuals to 
make their own choices about how and where 
to contribute to political organizations. That 
is a basic democratic principle. It’s one that I 
hold dear. 

Some MassPIRG supporters have sug- 
gested that student donations will plummet 
with a positive checkoff and that the organi- 
zation will suffer irreparable damage because 
of it. I don’t believe this will be the case. Even 
in the unlikely event that every student drops 
his or her MassPIRG membership, the orga- 
nization would lose only about 10 percent of 
its multi-million dollar operating budget. 

Even with the change, Iam confident that 
MassPIRG, with its hard-earned reputation 
for unflinching public service, will continue 
to attract and empower dedicated students 
and will remain a powerful voice for consum- 
ers and the environment. I wouldn’t want it 
any other way. 

Stan Rosenberg, 
State Senator 


Let us hear from you _ 


Happy? Angry? Upset? 


Write a letter to the editor 
today to let us know how you 


feel. Or call our new Reader 
Response Line: 374-3900, ext. 
2634. Thanks for the input! 
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Working women’s efforts devalued 


Feminist movement relies on distorted propaganda to portray negative image 


By ERIC LUNDIN 
Observer Editor 


emanding economic equality, radical feminists paint 
D a grim portrait of their plight to climb the elusive 
corporate ladder. 

These missionaries of deceit fail to report that women are 
making great strides in the work place. And although we can’t 
change the social inequities of the past at the wave of a wand, 
women have risen to many prominent positions in the corpo- 
rate world. Not by the help of quotas or insistence of pressure 
groups, but by the simple fact that they are qualified, capable 
people. 

The feminist movement attempts to undermine the suc- 
cess of women by creating a “them-against-us” mentality of 
sexist propaganda. It’s old. It’s tired. And it’s a lie. 

Numbers game: Recently at a luncheon during the 10th 
National College Publications Workshops, held in Washing- 
ton D.C., guest speaker Donna Allen enlightened the crowd 
with the feminists’ agenda. Allen, founder and president of 
the Woman’s Institute for Freedom of the Press, concluded 
since more than half of the population is made up of women, 
then more than half of all news staffs should be women. 

If a man is more qualified for the position than a woman, 
should the woman be hired just to fill Allen’s half-women, 
half-men formula? In an effort to have a staff look more like 
the make-up of the population, would the best possible staff 
be assembled? What if the staff was made up of all women ... 
would Allen fight to replace half of them with men? 

The answers to all of these questions are no. But then 
fairness is not atop the feminists’ list of priorities. 

Allen spoke out vehemently about the evils of sexism, but 
confusingly offered sexist statements of her own. 

“Any violence against women cannot be reported by aman 
... they don’t have the same reaction,” she said. This notion 
is absurd, insulting and promotes division between the sexes. 

Lamenting on the current status of women reporters and 
the infrequency of articles written by women in daily newspa- 
pers, Allen said the fight for equality was an “ongoing job until 
we have equal space.” 

Unfortunately, she forgot to mention the progress women 
have made in the newspaper industry. 

Recognition: Anna Quindlen, columnist for the New York 
Times, recently took the time to acknowledge women’s 
achievements. Her testimony oddly differed from Allen’s inan 
article written in Times Company Report. 

“About six months ago, I looked at page one and saw that 
every story on it had been written by a woman, except for one 
story that was written by an African-American man. And my 
heart soared. I thought, Anna, the next time you convince 
yourself things haven’t changed, remember this.” 

The truth is, the United States has made it a point to right 
the unfair treatment of women. Laws such as The Equal 
Employment Opportunity Act of 1972, The Equal Credit 
Opportunity Act of 1974, the Education Amendments of 
1972, which abolished discrimination on the basis of sex in 
schools and colleges receiving federal assistance, and the 
United Nations’ Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimi- 
nation Against Women, adopted by the General Assembly on 
Nov. 7, 1967, have opened the doors of freedom for women. 

Women are now gaining strength, numbers and consumer 
confidence and, in many areas, are far exceeding men’s 
accomplishments. 

On the rise: Between 1982 and 1987, the number of 
women-owned businesses rose from 2,612,621 to 4,112,787 


Conservative Corner 


— an increase of about 58 percent, writes Donna Jackson in 
How To Make The World A Better Place For Women In Five 
Minutes A Day. 

Also, women are creating new businesses at twice the rate 
of men over the past 15 years. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor 
reports in the years 1990 and 1991, men employed in 
executive, administrative and managerial positions dropped 
from 8,897 to 8,890, while women increased their numbers 
from 5,943 to 6,064. Women’s numbers are indeed lower, 
but the fact that women are expanding and not shrinking 
makes a strong argument for the direction that women are 
inevitably headed. 

This direction could be attributed to the observation that 
women nowadays are enrolled in colleges and universities in 
high numbers. The more educated women are, the greater the 
chance for their success in business. The American College 
Testing Program, U.S. Department of Labor, reports the 
college enrollment rate for women in 1991 was 67 percent, 
compared to 58 percent for males. 

The U.S. Center for Education Statistics offered figures for 
1993 showing the enrollment total for women being 17 
percent greater than that of men, and predicts that by the year 
2000, the numbers will increase to 21 percent. This directly 


translates into more and greater opportunities for women to 
prosper economically without unfair quota systems. 

Rebels without a cause: The feminist fringe-movement 
remains completely out of touch with the views of the average 
female in this country. 

They are more concerned with their own leftist agenda 
than with current women’s issues. In fact, feminists only 
applaud women who excel or reach positions of prominence 
that share their twisted ideology. 

Instead of commending the election of woman Kay Bailey 
Hutchison to the senate, feminists were livid. Gloria Steinem, 
prominent feminist leader, opposed Hutchison, a Republican 
from Texas, because “having someone who looks like us but 
thinks like them is worse than having no one.” 

Here the bitter idiosyncrasies of the feminist movement 
float to the surface. 

Feminism today has identified itself as a movement where 
justice is determined by revenge and equality is obtained by 
manipulating the desired results. It seems feminists are so 
caught up with their own schemes of retribution against a 
man-made capitalist society to be optimistic about the current 
statistics. 

Asacase in point, Jackson urges the masses to desecrate the 
free enterprise system: “The next time you need your carpets 
cleaned, a business card printed, or a clogged sink repaired, 
check the new Women’s Yellow Pages,” Jackson said. “Then do 
business with a female entrepreneur.” 


Do women have equal opportunity in the work force? 


Hal Williams, liberal arts 

“No, I don’t think so. I think that 
they have more responsibilities. 
People expect them to watch kids 
and stuff like that. They’re not able 
to seek out educational opportuni- 


ties. 


Sonya Courcy, commercial arts 

“I feel they do. I think it’s all up to 
them, though. If you want some- 
thing bad enough, you can do it.” 


: S. LaChance photos 


Paul Baxter, engineering science 
“They definitely have it equal in the 
military. They do all the same jobs 
as we do. As far as civilian life, I 
don’t know because I’m not that 
experienced right now.” 


Tlara Mullen, accounting 
“T think married women should be 
at home. That’s how I grew up.” 


¥ 


Mark Calderone, business 

“Yes. Everywhere you look there’s 
another woman in the job place. 
Thirty years ago they were a minor- 
ity; now they’re a majority.” 
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Flag — from page 1 


bers of the Amvet’s Post 147. At this time 
Dimitry said he was convinced it was a legal 
requirement to fly it. 

“T made an official inquiry and found that 
it was not the law,” said Dimitry, an Army 
veteran who served in the Korean War. 

The law states, according to Chapter 28 of 
the Acts and Resolves of 1985, a POW-MIA 
flag must be flown on the grounds of the State 
House and any state office buildings under 
the responsibility of the state superintendent 
of State Office Buildings. 

Chapter 399 of the Acts and Resolves of 
1986 states, cities and towns must display the 
flag on one or more of the existing flag poles 
in the municipalities. 

Nowhere does it require the flag to fly over 
the college. This provides little solace to those 
who oppose Dimitry’s actions, however. 

Thwarted aspirations: “I think he’s deadly 
wrong in what he’s doing,” said John Maseck, 
commander of Amvet’s Post 147. “We were 
responsible for raising the flag in the begin- 
ning and now he’s done a complete 180 
degree turnabout. It’s a disgrace.” 

Maseck contends that out of 2,250 POW- 
MIA’s still unaccounted for, 53 soldiers are 
from Massachusetts, Lawrence, Tewksbury 
and Lowell. 

“Tfthat’s the way he thinks about veterans, 
then he should turn in his badges,” Maseck 
said. “And I don’t think he’ll do that.” 

“T believe in patriotism, too,” Dimitry 
responded. 

Recently area legislators joined the protest 
as State Sen. James P. Jajuga (D-Methuen) 
and State Rep. Brian S. Dempsey (D-Haver- 
hill) and Thomas G. Palumbo (R-Newbury) 
collaborated to compose a letter addressed to 
Dimitry. 

“We strongly urge you to reconsider your 
position,” they wrote. “Raise the POW-MIA 
flag on campus and keep it raised as a symbol 
of hope for the families of all those who have 
not returned home from duty. Remember, 


Steadfast 


“T will respectfully await and 
then abide by the guidance of 
the Governor of the Common- 
wealth,” said NECC Presi- 
dent John R. Dimitry. 


the flag not only represents those who still 
may be alive and captive, it also signifies a 
lasting memorial to those who may never 
return .... For the sake of their memory and 
for their families’ peace of mind, raise the 
flag.” 

Pending law: The three lawmakers are 
filing legislation to require the POW-MIA 
flag be flown over every sate building. 

Responding in a letter to Jajuga on Sept. 
9, Dimitry thanked the legislators for their 
“collective perspective, its sincerity and its 
essential logic.” 

He praised their efforts to create a uniform 
policy concerning the issue and said, “Until 
such a clear legislative direction is provided, I 
will respectfully await and then abide by the 
guidance of the Governor of the Common- 
wealth.” 

Campus special interest clubs, such as the 
Veteran’s Servicepersons Organization (VSO) 
remain vocal in their discontent over the issue 
and said a protest march was “in the making” 
if the situation was not resolved soon. 

Confused: “He says he’s waiting for a 
direct order from the government, but why 
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Pomp and preparation 


GEARING UP for graduation day ceremonies on June 5, where over 600 
students received their degrees, Mark Levesque stacks diplomas In the 


quadrangle of the Haverhill campus. 


couldn’t he keep it up there until he got that 
order,” said VSO club member Bill 
Sobolewski. “Dimitry took it upon his own to 
take it down. I just don’t understand why he 
did it.” 

At City Hall Plaza, thousands of support- 
ers rallied during POW-MIA Recognition 
Day, recently. Kevin Gearty, VSO president 
attended the gathering where he circulated a 
petition concerning the flag’s presence at 
both Haverhill and Lawrence campuses of 
NECC. U.S. Rep. Peter Torkildsen and Lt. 
Gov. Paul Celluci were among those who 
signed. 

Gearty and club adviser Nancy Sabin met 
with Dimitry on many occasions, Gearty said, 
but nothing was resolved. 

“This matter is dear to our hearts and to 
veterans of all the wars,” Sobolewski said. 


S. LaChance photo 


“The flag needs to be there to keep it in our 
minds. Dimitry is just clouding the issue.” 

Dimitry said he felt no disrespect for vet- 
erans or individuals that never returned home 
from battle. But argued “no matter how 
noble the cause can be, it would create the 
precedent to say ‘why not my cause?” 

Growing conflict: The president is facing 
a long list of opponents. Apart from the 
Amvet’s Post 147, Jajuga, Dempsey, Palumbo 
and the VSO, other organizations who object 
to the removal of the flag include: Sen. John 
Kerry, the NECC Board of Trustees, the 
National League of Families, Merrimack Val- 
ley Vietnam Veterans, and the Lorraine Post 
29 VEFW. 

“Tt will be a resolved issue sometime this 
week that looks to be in our favor,” said 
Gearty. 
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non-alcoholic pub,” Signorelli said. 

A unique appeal of the student pub would 
have been its ability to draw together students 
unlikely to join other clubs and activities on 
campus, providing an opportunity for them 
to meet one-on-one, he said. 

The Point also intended to provide a place 
to host a number of events in a comfortable 
social setting. Ideas included coffee house- 
type entertainment, gallery opening recep- 
tions, small orientations, and utilizing the 
projection system for student teleconferences. 

“We are not talking about a theory, but a 
real situation,” Dimitry said. “One thousand 
people have to re-educate themselves.” 

Having survived a previous layoff of 2,000 
in 1987, these people thought they were set 
for life, but it is unlikely they will be called 
back by AT&T, Dimitry said. Many are in 
specialized occupations, which are in a sharp 
decline, making it a tough situation for them. 
They need to reinvent themselves and come 
up with a new occupation. 

“Basically, President Dimitry made the 
decision that accommodating the laid-off 
AT&T workers is more important than the 
pub proposal,” said Joseph H. Brown, dean 
of administrative services. 

Community service: Dimitry has prom- 
ised the space to AT&T for 1 1/2 years 
maximum; however, if the talk of more layoffs 
proves true, the offer will be extended. 

Regaining the room for student use is a 
concern for the campus, Signorelli said. 

“Once an office always an office?” he 
asked. “More and more student space has 
been taken away for office use.” 

What was once the game room is now 
shared by the Placement Office, Industrial 
Services Program, Worker’s Assistance Cen- 
ter, the comptroller, and business offices. The 
former student carpet lounge is home to the 
AT&T center and the row of counseling 
offices along the hallway. The student radio 
station was eliminated in fall 1992, and that 
space now houses an adaptive equipment 
room for the Office for Students with Dis- 
abilities (OSD). 

Today, F-Building is home only to two 
student organizations: the student senate and 
the NECC Observer. 

“Jane Nunes (from Special Services for 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing People) is here for 
our students,” Signorelli said. “And the OSD 
belongs in this building. But so do the Veter- 
ans' Club and the Women’s Resource Net- 
work.” 

“Student activities have always been spread 
all over this campus,” Dimitry said. “We have 
always had offices in the Student Center.” 

Slim pickings: Available space left vacant 
by the nursing program in the basement of B- 
Building was never taken under serious con- 
sideration for AT&T’s use due to the lack of 
air conditioning. 

“The space in the B-Building is a cubby 
hole,” Dimitry said. “AT&T wanted open 
offices, and needed to work through the 
summer. B-Building lacks central air condi- 
tioning, and the air quality is not that good.” 

He blames increased demands for space in 
the library and the Student Center by staff 
and students on the lack of central air condi- 


tioning in other buildings on campus. 

“The president’s priorities do not lie with 
our faculty and students,” Signorelli said. 
“Since many of them are not here during the 
summer, the pub site was chosen for AT&T. 
The school is taking space from students for 
nine months out of the year to accommodate 
sweat-free space for AT&T for three months.” 

“The president made the decision that the 
pub space was better for AT&T’s use because 
it is more visible, easier to reach, and conve- 
nient to parking,” Brown said. 

It is almost impossible to find the former 
nursing offices in the B-Building, because 
they do not enter onto the main hall. 

The Alliance provides money to retrain its 
people anywhere in the United States, includ- 
ing a substantial amountallotted for continu- 
ing education. 

Those employees choosing to utilize the 
counseling provided by AT&T are future 
students, Dimitry said. He expects a large 
group will enter NECC through a specially- 
designed program for them before the end of 
the fall semester. 

“I think this is a good way to let them 
know what we have to offer,” he said. “I want 
to extend everything I can — good advice, 
good programs and good space.” 

Ideally, some of the unemployed workers 
would express interest in changing careers, 
and possibly increase enrollment at NECC, 
Signorelli said. Retraining through NECC is 
a plus for the college, but it is likely that with 
1,500 layoffs, some will take early retirement 
or extended leave. More realistically, only 
300-500 people will be served through the 
center, he said. 

“Many will choose not to attend school 
here or even utilize the center, and will collect 
unemployment or find jobs on their own,” he 
said. 

Utopia: Dimitry thinks the pub space and 
AT&T?’s workers assistance program is a per- 
fect match, adding that NECC is looking 
after its students’ parents. 

“They will be students,” he said. “All 
students are first class. We’ve opened up some 
space for students — people that will be stu- 
dents.” 

But the question is, will they be attending 
NECC or another college. At the recent 
AT&T “VIP Lunch” and college fair held 
outside the Bentley Library, about a dozen 
booths representing many colleges were staffed 
to discuss education options with laid-off 
employees seeking information. 

“If this is such a great deal for us, why are 
we trying to send them elsewhere,” Signorelli 
asked. 

Anticlimax: One major disappointment 
regarding The Point’s demise is the loss of 
student involvement. The project would have 
included input by students enrolled in the 
hotel and restaurant management program. 
Not only were they to manage it as a co-op 
program, they would have had the opportu- 
nity to design its lay-out. 

Signorelli said he is so vigorous in his 
battle to keep the space for students’ use 
because as student activities director, it is his 
number one responsibility, and student life 
on campus is a higher priority to him. 


Back to school 


S. LaChance photo 
MARIA MEJIA fills out her GED application with assistance from Soraya 
Rodriquez of the AT&T Worker Assistance Center. 


Senate intentions thwarted 


Scrapping plans for a non-alcoholic 
student pub in favor of providing a 
community service sparked an internal 
conflict between administrators, deans, 
staff and students. 

Atthe heart of the matter is the fact that 
of the Student Center’s 40,000 square 


When they received word the 


them, the interim senate decided to use 
the money earmarked for the pub’s 
student staffing for a wellness center. 

Then the senate learned they were 
being forced to fund two part-time 
student health services secretarial 
positions, leaving no extra money for 
the Wellness Center. 

“We tried to compromise, it just 
didn’t work out,” Melanson said. 
“Dimitry is providing a community 
service while excluding students.” 


feet, less than 1,000 is occupied by and 
used for student-run organizations. 

“The student senate budget commit- 
tee specifically set aside money for the 
pub,” Elyse Melanson, former senate 
member, said. 

At a February meeting with the 
senate, Melanson said President Dimitry 
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Student activities 
programs expand 


New initiatives established for semester 


By ERIC LUNDIN 
Observer Editor 


Stressing developmental growth in lieu of 


entertainment, the student activities office 
will offer three new programs this fall. 

Initiatives known as the Student Develop- 
ment Program (SDP), the Student Alumni 
Network (SAN), and the Wellness Center 
were designed to offer opportunities for stu- 
dents wishing to make the most out of com- 
munity college life, said Arthur Signorelli, 
student activities director. 

Trumpeting the motto “Make the Con- 
nection,” the Student Alumni Network looks 
to NECC graduates to provide helpful career 
tips to current students. Its objectives include 
promoting a positive interaction between 
alumni and students, generating pride in the 
college, and supplying a network of informa- 
tion based on alumni experience. 

Positive alliance: “By establishing a con- 
nection between current students and alums, 
we will provide a valuable service, good con- 
tacts and develop some interest in the alumni 
association,” Signorelli said. 


Signorelli, Linda Brantley, director of 


alumni relations and Bill Harold, special events 
and gallery coordinator, began planning for 
the network in September ’92. The group 
looked at different models that employ simi- 
lar systems for advice, namely Plymouth State 
College and Bradford College. In July, the 
student senate recognized the Student Alumni 
Network as an official organization. 

“(The SAN’s) purpose is to educate stu- 


dents of what is available to students,” said 
Brantley, who described the network as both 
“education and explanation.” 

“Sure there are questions on whether it 
would work,” Brantley said. “Most (colleges) 
do not have anything similar. It’s really kind 
of an experiment.” 

Breaking new ground: NECC would be 
the first community college in the state to 
offer such an initiative, according to Signorelli. 
Consequently, SAN’s success remains uncer- 
tain. But the club’s advisers believe, with an 
added effort, the organization could give 
students a better opportunity for success. 

“This is something you’ll have to fine 
tune,” Harold said. “You can never be sure 
(ofsuccess) with student activities and clubs.” 

The SAN believes getting involved with 
special events offered by the student activities 
department is one of the most enriching ways 
to experience the potential of what the net- 
work has to offer. In step with this view, a 
number of events and trips will be offered to 
students this semester. 

For departing seniors and transfers, the 
SAN and the student activities office will 
sponsor an event in May titled Senior Send- 
off Day, giving students and faculty an oppor- 
tunity to get together one final time. Also, 
trips to places such as the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston Pops and the Red Sox will be 
organized jointly by the Alumni Association 
and the SAN. 

Determination: “It’s going to be a struggle 
to get it off the ground, but I think with a lot 
of work, we can do it,” Signorelli said. “Mak- 
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Program genesis 


S. LaChance photo 


STUDENT ACTIVITIES director, Arthur Signorelli prepares blueprints for campus 
events intended to enrich college life and personal development. 


ing the connection —I think that’s what we’re 
trying to do in all of these initiatives.” 

Another organization, known as the Stu- 
dent Development Program, was established 
by the student senate for students harboring 
interests not yet offered by existing programs, 
Signorelli said. It would also provide more 
benefits for students paying a student activity 
fee. 

According to a recent promotional publi- 
cation, “The SDP’s goal is to provide stu- 
dents with the opportunity to explore self- 
directed activities which provide for self-real- 
ization and growth and to build a foundation 
ofleadership and social skills that will improve 
the quality of life at NECC and be useful to 
them throughout their lifetime.” 

Students can take advantage of the ben- 
efits of the program in two ways. First, they 
can attend the developmental programs pre- 
sented by the student activities office during 
the semester. Second, they may request funds 
to attend certain seminars outside of school. 

Senate subsidy: The student senate has 
allocated $3,000 this year to fund SPD’s 
programming and to provide a pool of re- 
sources for students interested in attending 
regional conferences and training programs. 

“Funding cannot be used for tuition or to 
support college expenses,” Signorelli said. “It 
also can’t be used for academic training. It 
should be used for personal development.” 

Students interested in attending seminars 
and workshops held off campus are required 
to fill out an application. A committee will 
review all of the applicants and make a deci- 
sion on whoiseligible to receive funding. The 
SPD award may be used to pay up to 100 
percent of the cost of contest registration, and 
50 percent of other costs, like meals and 
lodging. 

The maximum amount of money a stu- 
dent can receive from the program is $400, 
and a student may not receive funding for 
more than one workshop a year, Signorelli 
said. 

Combating illness: An expansion of the 
college’s existing health services, the new 
Wellness Center will focus on education and 


—€LAW YOUR WAY TO 


~ 


promoting a healthy life-style, said Donna 
Montalbano, staff assistant. 

“This will carry on where health services 
have always been,” Montalbano said. “We'll 
be teaching people how to eat better, get 
proper exercise and when to see a doctor and 
when not to.” 

“The purpose of the center is to develop 
an opportunity for students to have daily 
access to contemporary health issues,” 
Signorelli said. “It’s a collaborative effort 
between student activities and health ser- 
vices.” 

Montalbano said the main difference be- 
tween the Wellness Center and health services 
is that students only came into to seek treat- 
ment if they were already ill. The Wellness 
Center would act in a preventative manner to 
keep students healthy. 

New direction: “This program deals with 
aspects of wellness,” she said. “Students in 
the past came when sick and not when well. 
We'll focus on keeping people healthy through 
providing information on wellness.” 

The center’s facilities have been expanded 
to accommodate the racks of information on 
everything from AIDS to nutrition. There is 
also more space for one on one counseling. 

“We definitely needed the space,” 
Montalbano said. “We have a wealth of infor- 
mation where we didn’t physically have the 
space.” 

The one-year pilot project was granted an 
allocation of $6,600 by the student senate, 
with money originally appropriated fora non- 
alcoholic pub to open in the student center 
theater this fall. When the pub plans fell 
through and gave way to an AT&T training 
facility, the Wellness Center was granted a 
portion of its funds. 

Availability: Located in the student cen- 
ter, F-124, the wellness center should be 
open three to four hours a day, five days a 
week. But no set time has yet been scheduled 
yet, Signorelli said. 

The success of the Wellness Center has yet 
to be tested, but Montalbano feels sure stu- 
dents will take advantage of the program’s 
free health advice and counseling. 
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JOIN ONE OF THE 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
CLUBS OR ORGANIZATIONS! 


5 ial Int t Clut C icati 
Computer Club Observer Student Newspaper 
Dart Club Pamassus Inter-Arts Magazine 
Hispanic Cultural Club Television Club 
Open Door Chapter 
Ski Club Academic Clubs 
Social Club American Sign Language Club 
Student Alumni Network Behavioral Science Club 
Veteran’s & Contemporary Affairs Club 

Serviceperson’s Club Future Educators’ Club 

LPN Club 

Creative Arts Medical Assistants’ Club 
Art Club Paralegal Club 
Dance Club Padiologic Technology Club 
Music & Chorale Club Registered Nursing Club 
Top Notch Players Science & Technology Club 


Athletic Programs Student Government 

Women’s Volleyball Association 

Women’s Softball Student Senate 

Women’s Basketball Program Committee-Haverhill campus 
Men’s Basketball Program Committee-Lawrence campus 
Men’s Soccer 

Men’s Baseball 

Intramurals Gott 


For more information on student clubs and organizations, 
stop by the Student Activities office (room F133/Haverhill 
campus of room 105/Lawrence campus) or call 374-3731. 
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Olivera charges dropped in N.H., pursued in Mass. 


By MARY HARRINGTON 
Observer Managing Editor 


Almost four months from the date of his 
arrest, a former NECC student accused of 
kidnapping and raping an Amesbury woman 
was cleared of those charges in July when a 
New Hampshire grand jury declined to indict 
him after a three hour hearing. 

The grand jury convenes in secret, and 
determines whether there is enough evidence 
to bring a case to trial. Charges against the 
defendant, Ronald J. Olivera, 20, of 
Brentwood, N.H., were dropped by the 
Rockingham County Attorney’s Office in 


The 


University 
of the 


rts 


br more information contact: 


Exeter N.H., 
decision. 
New Hampshire State Police filed charges 
of kidnapping and aggravated felonious sexual 
assault against the former business adminis- 
tration /accounting student stemming froma 
March 8 incident. An Amesbury student ac- 
cused him of kidnapping her from the C- 
Building parking lot, and driving to Danville, 
N.H., where he allegedly raped her for two 
hours before fleeing on foot. She then drove 
back to Massachusetts and called the police. 
Contrast: Olivera and Philip R. Desfosses, 
the New Hampshire public defender ap- 
pointed to the case, denied the charges. Olivera 


as a result of the grand jury’s 
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claimed he and the alleged victim knew each 
other and had an “affair-basis” relationship. 
He speculated her boyfriend found out about 
it, prompting the accusations. 

Because the alleged crime took place in 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, Olivera 
must face charges in both states. Initially 
arraigned in Plaistow, N.H., District Court, 
he proceeded through New Hampshire courts 
where the charges were dropped. At the time 
of the alleged incident, Haverhill police is- 
sued a warrant for his arrest on a single charge 
of kidnapping. 

After turning himself in to Haverhill po- 
lice in August on the outstanding Massachu- 
setts warrant, Olivera was arraigned in Haver- 
hill District Court and 
released on personal 
recognizance. 

Pending review: A 
pretrial conference 
scheduled for Aug. 30 
resulted in a continu- 
ance scheduled for to- 
day, Sept. 15. A 
spokesperson from 
District Attorney 
Kevin Burke’s office 
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said the case is being reviewed by the superior 
court. 

According to district court files, public 
defender Carolyn Morton, appointed to rep- 
resent Olivera at the Haverhill arraignment, 
has removed herself from the case, William 
Cox has been appointed to replace her. Nei- 
ther attorney could be reached for comment 
at press time. 


Security Report 


Security reports for the last several weeks 
follow: 

Q July 1 —- An ambulance was needed for 
medical aid purposes. 

Q July 19 - An illegally parked car was 
reported. 

Q July 19- An ambulance was needed for 
medical aid purposes. 

Q Sept. 8 — Campus security investigated 
a car with a broken window and stolen radio 
at 2:30 p.m. after a student informed them of 
the vandalism. Security notified the owner 
who said he’d fill out a report for the security 
office. 
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Monday, Sept. 20 


NECC Get With It Week 


Life After Class/Club Fair 
Haverhill campus, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


Getting To Know You, Getting To 
Know Us 
Lawrence campus 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


Tuesday, Sept. 21 


Unity for the Community/ 
Cultural Diversity 
Haverhill campus, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


Wednesday, Sept. 22 


os 


Safer Everything! 
Haverhill campus, 11 a.m. -1 p.m. 


Thursday, Sept. 23 
Can We Talk?/Alumni Day and 
Academic Block Parties 

Haverhill campus, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


Student Life 101 or Academic Life 101 
30 minute reviews of student and academic 
life at NECK 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday - 
Haverhill campus 

Monday and Tuesday - Lawrence campus 
10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 


Best Kept Secrets of the Campus! 
Tours of the places some students may never 
know exist. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday - 
Haverhill campus 

Monday and Tuesday - Lawrence campus 
10:30 a.m., 11 a.m., 12 p.m. 


Y’all Come Back Now, Ya Hear!/Open 
House : ‘ 
Stop by many of the academic, student service 
and support service departments on campus 
to meet and talk with faculty and staff about 
what NECK can do for you! 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday - 
Haverhill campus 

Monday and Tuesday - Lawrence campus 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Scavenger Hunt 
Take your Get With It Week Scavenger Hunt 
card with you to a minimum of 20 offices 
around campus, attend the Academic Life 101 
and Student Life 101 sessions and take the 
Best Kept Secrets tour and receive Get With /t 
Week prizes! 
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All students urged to ‘get with it in 793’ 


By TIM JOHNSTON 
Observer News Editor 


ECC will never be the same. In the past, a great many 
N students would attend their classes, spend some time 

just hanging out, possibly venture into the cafeteria for 
asoda anda burger, and hightail it home when their final class was 
through. 

If Get With It Week (GWIW) goes as planned, students will 
be immersed in a totally different campus atmosphere — one of 
opportunity and involvement. New students, and those return- 
ing students who did not attend orientation when they first 
arrived at the college will notice the hoopla and fanfare of this new 
approach to orientation and will get to see what the school has to 
offer. 

Those who are putting the GWIW together hope this will 
foster an environment of more involvement and opportunities 
for students that will last through the year. 

In the past, most efforts to get the word out ended after the 
one day orientation in August. Students who did not or were 
unable to attend the orientation were out of luck when it came 
to learning about campus support services, campus clubs, athlet- 
ics and extra-curricular activities. 

Previous problem: “A lot of students at a community college 
do not attend orientation in the summer because of jobs and 
other commitments,” said Arthur Signorelli, student activities 
director. 

“Get With It Week gives us an opportunity to provide 
information to both new and returning students while they’re 
here,” he said. 

In fact, orientation is a word the GWIW committee is trying 
to play down. Instead, the GWIW is more ofa “reorientation” for 
returning students and staff, and an information fair for new 
students, than an event designed to show new students their way 
around the campus, Signorelli said. 

Raffles, activities, bands, intramural sports and a talent show 
are all a part of the four-day gala which will be going on at the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. 

Better timing: The timing of the GWIW, the week beginning 
Monday, Sept. 20, was done with a specific purpose as well. With 
the programs coming in the third week of school, students will 
be less pressed with buying textbooks, finding classes, and 
getting good parking spaces and more inclined to take advantage 
of the events, Signorelli said. 

“The orientation that we’ve had in the past has been typical 
of community college orientation,” Signorelli said. “This year it 
will be different than anything we’ve had before.” 

Each day of the GWIW will have a general theme different for 


both campuses. 

“By breaking it down to different topics each day, it makes it 
easier for students to see more of what there is out there for them, 
as opposed to being bombarded with tons of information all at 
once,” Signorelli said. 

Promoting positions: A job fair is scheduled at the Haverhill 
campus during the week. This gives employers a chance to get the 
word out about what they do and rustle up interested students. 

The GWIW Scavenger Hunt is designed to help students get 
to know where many departments of the school are located. This 
will allow them to make a connection between those offices and 
the staff who work in them. 

In the Scavenger Hunt, students are challenged to find and 
identify pictures of as many famous people as possible. The 
challenge lies in identifying as many famous faces as possible, 
scattered throughout the two campuses. In locating the pictures, 
the student will discover many departments and offices while 
meeting staff members. 

Prizes will be awarded to participants, including Get With It 
Week T-shirts, NECC coffee mugs, stadium cups, water bottles 
and chances for The Big Raffle. All hunt forms must be turned 
into the Haverhill or Lawrence student activities offices by 
Friday, Sept. 24 to be eligible for prizes. 

And it’s freel: Students receive free chances for The Big Raffle 
by participating in the hunt. This is one of many raffles being held 
throughout the week but it is, by far, the biggest, with the grand 
prize being a chauffeur-driven limousine donated by Elegant 
Rolls Royce & Limousine Service, and dinner for two at the 
Scandia Restaurant in Newburyport. The second prize is two free 
tickets to any fall theater production at North Shore Music 
Theater, and three third prizes consist of $25 gift certificates to 
The Kingston 1686 House Restaurant, Kingston, N.H., The 
Pond View Restaurant in Kingston, N.H., or Jimmy’s III Restau- 
rant in Haverhill. Winners will be chosen by a drawing held at 
noon on Friday, Sept. 24 in the Haverhill student activities office. 

In a similar raffle at the Lawrence campus, the prize awarded 
will be a $50 gift certificate at Bishop’s Restaurant in Lawrence. 
All prizes for the raffle were donated by the companies involved. 

Traditional fare: “It’s not all fun and games, though,” said 
Signorelli. There are some important academic facets to the 
week, as well such as the Academic Life 101 and the Student Life 
101 workshops. These are workshops for new and returning 
students designed to give them a little edge on time management 
and general personal issues, he said. 

Also, in keeping with traditional orientation fare, is the Best 
Kept Secrets Tour which takes students to some of the places on 
campus that they may rarely get a chance to see, but may interest 


“Places like the library gallery, the Top-Notch Theater and i 
the fitness center are all great places that students often don’t#, 
know are there,” Signorelli said. “This tour will help make sure }} 
that they do.” { 

Another concept to help better equip students for their}, 
upcoming academic experiences is the Block Party system. if 

“We’re encouraging academic departments to get students 
from the same programs together. That also means getting new) 
students talking to returning students and also alums who may bef} 
working in a related field,” Signorelli said. ; 

A block party is a good chance for the programs and divisions} 
of study to showcase their wares and peek the interests of students) j 
who may be thinking of changing areas of study in the future. i 

Community connections: Several agencies such as the)} 
Lawrence and Haverhill Boys and Girls Clubs, the Peace Corps | 
Habitat for Humanities, AIDS Action, Big Brother/Big Sister)) 
and many others will be on hand at the events to give students 
look at the different kinds of volunteer and community servicel ? 
opportunities available. 

The new Wellness Center at the Haverhill campus will be 
using the GWIW for its first project, the Wellness Fair. The fai 
will showcase information on services provided by the Wellness}. 
Center and student health services on both campuses along with }’ 
community health organizations. 

Colossal command post: A 30-foot long Chaulk Ambulance 
Emergency Medical Services Command Post with the capabili 
ties of being a walk-in clinic, emergency treatment center and 
community disaster contro! center will be on campus and wi 
prove an impressive addition to the Wellness Fair. 

Representatives from the Women’s Resource Center’s Rape 
Crisis Program, the Women’s Crisis Center of Greate 
Newburyport, the office of Staff Development and Sexual Ha 
rassment Resource Group will be available to distribute informa 
tion, as well. 

Aside from these groups, the Women’s Resource Networ! 
runs an open house and a Co-op Advantage Workshop. The |} 
network makes sure Jackson Katz returns (only on video, how 
ever) for an encore performance of his presentation from las|/§ 
spring. - 

Student opportunities: The NECC Alumni Association wil | 
provide an opportunity for students to talk with graduates of th i 
college who may have an insight into present student’s academit » 
concerns or give practical advice on the job market. 

The new Student Alumni Network will also be a part of thé) ® 
program and is designed to foster more of a connection betwees | } 
the alumni of the college and present students. ol 

Cultural diversity, student safety and community relations 
figure in the themes of the week and video presentations dealin: 
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Club Fair 


Bruce Jacques 1 Man Band | a ot re 


The Big Events 


Life After Class (Haverhill) & Getting to Know You (Lawrence campus) 
Monday, September 20 


Haverhill campus 


Scavenger Hunt 
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With It Week 
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‘Burning down the house 


hor LIKE FIRE, a local Carribean band, is scheduled to make a much-anticipated lunch hour appearance at the Haverhill campus Tuesday, Sept. 21. 


‘ith minorities in the classroom, date rape, sexual harassment, 

{nd prejudice will be shown throughout the week. 

4 Just the sheer volume ofactivities going on is testament to the 

ifference between this year’s orientation and those of years past. 

4 Further details of activities: 

Club Fair: Student organizations broadens one’s horizons by 
roviding recreational and civic opportunities in a social setting. 

Joining a club will introduce the student to new ideas, skills, and 

\ossible friendships. 

NECC offers more than two dozen official clubs and organi- 
ations in communications, arts and entertainment, academics, 
|ports and leisure and special interest. Advisers and student 
/aembers representing various clubs will be on hand to answer 
uestions and discuss past accomplishments and future plans. 
“| Gyrospace: This popular ride provides a different look on life. 
'|t flips, turns and spins with a weightless feeling. The not-so- 
‘dventurous need not fear; this exhilarating device is healthful 
‘nd safe, and does not require great strength or athletic ability. 
-| Scavenger hunt: Challenge, value and fun abound for the 
in. 

The Big Raffle: Not the only, but by far the best raffle of the 
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/DR. BILL GOETTEL,” above, does it at GWIW with his 
jafe sex game show/stand-up comedy routine. Jack- 


Katz, right, is back in an encore video presentation. 


week, it’s free to boot. Students participating in the Scavenger 
Hunt may receive a chance for The Big Raffle. 

Open House: In conjunction with the Scavenger Hunt, 
students are welcomed to visit all offices on campus. Staff will 
have brochures and other information for distribution and will 
answer any question. 

Community Service Fair: In preparation for the National 
Service Program proposed by President Clinton, students will be 
introduced to many of the community agencies within the 
Merrimack Valley. Several agencies such as the Lawrence and 
Haverhill Boys and Girls Clubs, the Peace Corps, Habitat for 
Humanities and many others will be on hand at the events to give 
students a lookat the different kinds of volunteer and community 
service opportunities available. 

Opportunities offered to students by these agencies include 
earning potential for financial aid money to attend NECC or 
another institution they may transfer to. While some agencies 
provide students with volunteer opportunities, others offer ser- 
vices helpful to students. 

How Safe Is Sex Show: Laugh and learn about important 
facts of life: AIDS is not the only fatal social disease, why condoms 
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have a 20 percent failure rate, and how unwanted pregnancy can 
occur, even without intercourse. “Dr. Bill” offers vital informa- 
tion clarifying many common and misunderstood myths, that 
can prevent sex hazards with a humorous approach. 

Cookout: Selected grill menu, beverages and snacks are 
offered outside during lunchtime hours. Enjoy the fall weather, 
and receive a stadium cup compliments of the student activities. 
The cookout is put on by the Corporate Chef’s Food Service and 
student activities. 

More Food: A Healthy Foods Festival, a mocktail party and an 
ethnic food festival round out the food fare of the week. The 
selection and ranges of foods promise to be as varied as the most 
adventurous or health conscious food-lover can ask for. 

Student Banking Options: Baybank, Community Savings 
Bank, Family, First Essex Bank, Fleet Bank and Shawmut Bank, 
N.H. are scheduled to showcase the special services, accounts and 
packages available for students and will answer any financial 
questions students may have. 

Student Government: Returning and new students inter- 
ested in student government will be able to pick up nomination 
petitions during GWIW club fair. 


Top ten reasons for 
going to orientation 


#10: NECC security guards will be dressed as 
your favorite characters from The Wizard of Oz. 


#9: Free of charge John R. Dimitry photos upon 
entrance. Darts optional. 


#8: Only chance for freshmen to buy real, 
authentic elevator passes from Observer editors. 


#7; What else have you got to do? 
#6: It's caffeine-free! 

#5: Elvis might show. 

#4: Karaoke! Karaoke! Karaoke! 


#3: 200th student to attend receives all-expense- 
paid trip to Lynn, Mass (one-way). 

#2: See unveiling of NECCo-1, the college’s new 
presidential helicopter. 


And the #1 reason for going to orientation is ... 
Wellness-mania! 
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NECC Get With It Week 


Unity for the Community (Haverhill) It's Up to You! (Lawrence) 
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NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


STUDENT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 


Are you interested in attending an off campus seminar or conference but can 
not afford to go? Have you considered getting involved in college or commu- 
nity organizations but do not feel you have the skills necessary to make a 
contribution? Or do you want to improve on the communication and 
interpersonal skills you already have? 


The Student Development Program is for you! 


The Student Development Program was established by the Student Senate 
in 1993 for Northern Essex students who wish to maximize their college 
experience by developing their leadership skills, expanding their awareness of 


HAVERHILL 


social issues or by confronting issues of importance to community college 
students. The SPD’S goal is to provide students with the opportunity of self- 
realization and growth and to build a foundation of leadership and social skills 
that will improve the quality of their student life at Northern Essex and be 
useful to them throughout their post-college years. 


For more information on how the Student Development Program can benefit 
you, or for a list of The Basics of Success workshops, stop by the Student 
Activities office (room F133/Haverhill campus or room 105/Lawrence 
campus) or call'374-3731. 


LAWRENCE 
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protected with the 
PAAL, Quorum’s Personal Attack Alarm 
that blasts 103dB (min.) when you 
simply pull the pin. Choose either the 
standard or sports model. Carry it to 
school, the mall, the park, wherever you 
go. PAL lets out a cry for help whenever 
you need it. And only Quorum gives 
you that kind of tech- Quorum: 
nology and security. “Securing Life 

Rita Carvalho 
262 East Haverhill St. 

Lawrence, Mass. (508) 682-9597 
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Save Money Every Time You 
Use Your First Essex ATM Card! 


To find out how, look for us at "Get With It Week": 


September 21st 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m 
Lawrence Campus 
(Atrium) 


Carey’s 
Bookstore 


134 Newton Rd. 
(Route 108), Plaistow 


(603) 382-5506 


New and used 


paper back books. 


Hours: 
Mon. thru Wed. 10 AM -6 PM 
Thur. & Fri. 10 AM -9 PM 


MASTERS 


SELF DEFENSE CENTERS 


Men, Women $ 
& Children 
Classes Available 


00 


¢ For 2 months of lessons 
¢ Free uniform 
* Free lifetime registration 


Morning, Afternoon & 
Evening classes available 
Limited space, sign up now ! 


Cedar Brook Plaza, Plaistow 


10 
PLAY IT AGAIN 


SPORTS 


New & Used 
Sports Equipment 


WE BUY * SELL 
TRADE * CONSIGN 
NW 


New Computerized © <= 


ag - On 
Skate Sharpening 


Great Elm Plaza, Rte. 125 
Plaistow (across from Bradlees) 


(Next to Strawberries) 


(603) 382-1150 


Saturday 10 AM -6 PM 


Sunday 11AM -5 PM (603) 382-3580 


The Co-op Advantage 
+ YOU 
= JOBS 


Refer a friend to Co-op and 
receive a free gift ! 


For more information, call 374-3722 
or visit the Co-op Office, C-310 


Advice on job search and resumé writing 
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Change the World. 
Teach A Child To Read. 


Become a Literacy Tutor 
and earn 3 academic credits. 


For more information, 
call the Co-op Office (C-310) 
at 374-3722 


Ves) The Co-op Advantage 


@eeeeeeeoeaeoceeeeoeaeeeoe eee eeeeeeeeoed 
@eeeeeeeoe eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed 


Students... 


September 23rd 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Haverhill Campus 
(C Building, Liberal Arts) 
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The First Essex Savings Bank Student Checking Account offers college 
students 18 years and over the following benefits: 


¢ FREE ATM usage at all First Essex ATM machines 

¢ FREE ATM withdrawals at foreign ATM machines* 

¢ FREE Point of Sale Transactions (to pay for gas, groceries, etc.) 

¢ No minimum balance requirements 

¢ Low fee checking, just $5.00 per month with 10 checks or less** 

¢ For a limited time only, your initial check order of 50 checks is free! 


Be sure to bring a valid driver's license or picture ID and a check or money 


rst 
sse 


order to open your account. 


*You will receive up to 10 free ATM withdrawals per month at foreign ATM machines. 


**A $.75 per check charge will be assessed for all checks in excess of 10 per month. 
Member FDIC/DIF 
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Student activities given boost in Lawrence 


By NEB STOJKOVIC 
Observer Features Editor 


ver since childhood, she dreamed of 
E becoming a lawyer to help and serve 

people. Although her profession 
evolved into something different, she is still 
satisfied. 

As a part-time coordinator of student ac- 
tivities at the NECC/Lawrence campus, 
Norma Ortega Canery has much to offer. She 
started her new job in June, but her experi- 
ence and work with students dates a few years 
back. 

Ortega was born in the Dominican Re- 
public, but at age eight her family moved to 
the States. She lived in New York City for a 
few years, but her relatives invited her to 
come to Lawrence, where she still lives with 
her husband, Michael, and baby son, Marquez. 

“I almost consider myself a native of 
Lawrence because I have been tied to this 
community for a long time,” Ortega said. 

Work force: After Ortega graduated from 
Salem State College with a degree in political 
science and minor in criminal justice, she 
become their employee. For over two years, 
she worked for the admissions office, which 
helped her keep in touch with students. 

Active in student activities, she volun- 
teered to help many students achieve their 
academic goals, while placing emphasis on 
Hispanic students. Although she left Salem 
State and worked successfully in various jobs, 
her love for working with students brought 
her back there. 

“T indicated interest to create a program 
for helping students,” Ortega said. “I was 
glad to be hired.” 

Now, Ortega works for the federally- 
funded program for high school students as a 
project director at Salem State, with the main 
goal of attracting high school kids to college. 
She deals with some students from Lawrence 
High School and vows to change their low 


grades and motivation. 

Unearthing potentials: As an Hispanic, 
she understands their problems. But those 
problems are certainly not an excuse, she said, 
adding if she could graduate from college, 
they can too. 

“I feel ’'m making a difference in their 
lives,” Ortega said. “I want to make Latinos 
I work with be just like me.” 

Many of her students choose NECC, and 
she said they made her interested in getting a 
job and finding out about the college. Ortega 
likes her new job and her colleagues. 

One of her goals is to stay in touch with the 
Haverhill campus, but also to help develop 
the Lawrence campus. This means Ortega 
isn’t opposed to sharing activities with Hav- 
erhill, butaims to create something Lawrence 
will be known for. 

Her student activities colleagues say they 
have fun working with her and that she brings 
lots of talent and diversity to the program. 

Arthur Signorelli, student activities direc- 
tor, said Ortega is adding a new dimension to 
his department. 

Bill Harold, special events and gallery co- 
ordinator said, “She is creative, great to work 
with and quick to adapt.” 

Ambitions: After all, Ortega wants to make 
a better community and leave a positive im- 
pact on students. As a local YMCA aerobic 
instructor, she plans to offer aerobics to the 
Lawrence campus where students already have 
shown interest. 

“T want students to feel like they are at 
home,” Ortega said. “I want to offer some- 
thing they will remember for the rest of their 
lives.” 

Ortega added school is not just about 
graduation; it’s also about having fun. Her 
greatest rewards are when students come 
back and thank her for all the help and 
support she gave them. But her biggest goal 
now is to plan student activities and to be 
remembered for it. 


New addition 


File photo 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES coordinator at NECC /Lawrence, Norma Ortega, front, with 
co-workers Bill Harold, Arthur Signorelli and Susan Smulski plan to concentrate 
on bringing more activities this year to the college’s largest satellite campus. 
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Canada 
China 
Columbia 
Costa Rica 
Cyprus 
Ecuador 
England 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Ireland 
Isreal 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Mexico 
Portugal 
Spain 
Switzerland 


Make the World Your Classroom 


Six Reasons Why Student 
Choose NECC Study Abroad: 


* Choices of more than 20 Study 
Abroad Programs: Semester long 
and short programs (January and 


summer). 


* Homestay Options Available: 


Living with host families 


accelerates language acquisition 
and gives in-depth knowledge of 


another culture. 


* Access to Student Services: 
Programs offer many extra features 
such as orientation, on-site 
support/academic counseling, 
side-trips,and social activities. 


For more information, contact: 
Dr. Usha Sellers, Director, Study Abroad Programs 
Northern Essex Community College, Elliott Way, Haverhill, Mass. 01830 


¢ Wide range of courses: Curricula 
include courses in the humanities and 
social sciences as well as in business, 
art and design,and marketing — many 
programs offer intership options. Credits 
are transferrable to U.S.colleges and 
universities. 


* No Language Requirement 
for Admission: Language studies while 
abroad highly recommended. 


* Competitive and Reasonable Cost: 
$600 Necc President’s incentive 
scholarship and financial aid available. 
(For Haverhill High graduates additional 
scholarship assistance is available.) 


508-374-3969 
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Tutoring pays 
lasting rewards 


Student provides peers with wisdom 


By NEB STOJKOVIC 
Observer Features Editor 


nce he needed tutors to help him 
() achieve his academic goals, but to- 
day he’s returning the favor. 

He finds tutoring enjoyable, but the posi- 
tive impact and results it brings to students 
make it worthwhile to him. 

Dennis Hamel, 40, of Lawrence, is pursu- 
ing a degree in computer processing, with a 
PC application option. As a liberal arts stu- 
dent, he became interested in computers, and 
has been ever since. 

This began at NECC when Hamel took 
his first computer applications class and did 
well in it. 

“T fell in love with the computers because 
I learned alot,” Hamel said. “I also wanted to 
help people learn more about computers.” 

He volunteered to tutor because he wanted 
to share his knowledge with others. He 
stopped by the assessment center to talk to 
people in charge about his willingness to help. 
His idea was welcomed and he became a peer 
tutor for students with needs in basic software 
applications. 

Qualities: “Dennis is very responsive and 
hard-working,” said Miriam Tuliao, assistant 
director of student support services. “I worked 
with him in the writing lab and he was a very 
disciplined writer. He has a passion to learn 
and teach.” 

While helping in the computer lab in 
Lawrence and tutoring Hispanic students, he 
ran into language barrier trouble. With lots of 


effort on both sides, he overcame this prob- 
lem. 

“T like to see students’ reactions when 
something clicks in their heads,” Hamel said. 
“When they say ‘Yes, I got it,’ that makes me 
happy.” 

Hamel said students learn best when he 
gives them a visual idea. This, and persistency 
in setting goals, are key in tutoring and life in 
general, he added. 

“If you want something, you can do it,” 
Hamel said. “You just have to try hard 
enough.” 

Troubled times: During his late teenage 
years he became addicted to alcohol and 
drugs. Beer and heroin took over his life and 
he said those were days of madness. He 
dropped out of high school, changed over 25 
jobs, got divorced and lost and wasted all his 
money. 

“T lost everything, but most of all, I lost 
myself,” Hamel said. “I didn’t want to live 
anymore.” 

His last chance was to try counseling and 
recovery programs. And recover he did. Hamel 
gave up his old friends and left his past 
behind. The motto “keep trying and don’t 
give up,” which he uses in tutoring now, 
worked well in those days. 

“T have been sober for the last four years,” 
Hamel said. “People still ask me how come I 
smile now, before I never smiled. The answer 
is simple, my life has changed. I am happy.” 

Changes: Today, Hamel spends his spare 
time working with his own computer. He said 
his ultimate goal is to learn more. This fall, he 
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Scholarly achievement 


CHERYL CARDILLO receives the President Emeritus Harold Bentley Memo- 
rial Scholarship from Chet Hawrylciw, chairperson division of humanities 


and communications. 


is taking courses, and the days when he was an 
F and D student, back in high school, are 
over. 

Last year, he was at the top ofhis computer 
class and his other academic achievements 
were solid too. He also volunteered to give a 
tour around the campus during freshmen 
orientation. 

He is grateful to NECC for helping him 
change his life, earn his GED and for enabling 
him to now learn what he likes. 

“T was sick and tired of getting nowhere,” 
Hamel said. “I decided to come back to 
school and it was the right choice.” 

Hamel has two more semesters before he 
graduates. After that he plans to join the work 
force. He hopes to open his own successful 
business specializing in office work, concen- 
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Memories 


“I lost everything, but most of 
all, I lost myself,” Dennis 
Hamel said. “I didn't want 
to live anymore.” 


trating perhaps on desktop publishing, he 
said. 

Until then, he’ll take classes on both cam- 
puses, tutor students who need help and 
enjoy the life which once was a misery, a 
misery Hamel successfully overcame. 


Put UPS Into 
Your Schedule 


Recruiting On Campus Schedule 
Haverhill Lawrence 

Sept. 14 Sept. 21 

Sept. 28 Oct. 5 

Oct. 12 Oct. 19 

Oct. 26 


BRADFORD 
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a transfer 
agreement 


Permanent Part-Time Positions 
PACKAGE HANDLERS 
$8 an hour to start 


We offer steady employment with 3 to 5 hour, 
Monday thru Friday work shifts. UPS has 
great full-time benefits for part-time work 
including: Medical, Dental, Vision, Paid 
Prescription, Paid Vacations & Holidays. 


NORTHERN ESSEX 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


PLAN AHEAD 
AND APPLY EARLY! 


* Selected shifts also include up to 
$6,000 a year Tuition 
Reimbursement. 


SHIFTS 
1-6 p.m., 6:30-10:30 p.m. 
*11 p.m. to 3 a.m. or *3-8 a.m. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Kathy Bresnahan 
Admissions Office, Bradford College, 
320 South Main Street, Bradford, MA 01835 
508 / 372-7161 * 800/336-6448 


For Applications & Interview apply in person 
on Thursdays from 2-4 p.m. at: 


United Parcel Service 
90 Brick Kiln Road 
Chelmsford, MA 
(off Route 129, behind Tully Forum) 


A PRACTICAL LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION 


United Parcel Service 


UPS is an Equal Opportunity Employer mifihiv. 
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Dinosaurs comeback 


Extinct creatures reappear thanks fo movie 


By DON TAHAN 
Observer Arts & Entertainment Editor 


awn. Sixty-five million years ago, creatures of an 
LD ancient world gaze wondrously into the horizon of 

a new day. In it they see no signs of the soon-to- 
come tragedy; a tragedy worthy enough to end a race of 
animals that thrived on the planet for 250 million years. 

Dusk. Sixty-five million years later, 200 people gather in a 
dimly lit theater juggling assorted snacks and beverages as 
they scurry to get the best seat for the money they paid. Within 
60 minutes, the theater fills with shrieks of terror as people 
watch a Tyrannosaurus Rex rip a man in two. Recoiling from 
the shock, people wiggle back into the safety of their seats and 
prepare for the next surprise. 

Welcome to the dinosaur craze. 

The reason: Ever since the movie Jurassic Park opened in 
June °93, the world has been enthralled by dinosaurs. They 
populate toy stores, book stands, clothing, music and much 
more. The movie itself, which originated from Michael 
Crichton’s novel Jurassic Park, was this summer’s smash hit, 
grossing over $300 million and still climbing. Will it ever stop? 
Maybe not. Either way, director Stephen Speilberg will inevi- 
tably have the proceeds to support his next project. 

In the book/movie, scientists unlock the genetic structure 
of the dinosaur, enabling them to clone and resurrect these 
ghosts from the past, casting them into a world they were 
never intended to witness. 

“That’s what makes the movie so powerful and true to 
life,” said Dr. John Ostrom, Yale University paleontologist. 
“We have seen them on the big screen before, we know their 
skeletons like the back of our hands, but we’ve never seen 
them so real and convincing.” 

Convincing yes, but possible? According to an interview in 
the July issue of Omni magazine, paleontologist George O. 
Poinar at the University of California at Berkeley said this 
concept of resurrection of the dinosaur may soon become a 
reality. Poinar and his colleagues are working on a project in 
Which they hope will “extract dinosaur DNA from insects 
preserved in amber samples,” Poinar said. 

On the contrary: Michael Brown, a molecular biologist at 
the Smithsonian Institute’s Museum of Natural History, 
challenges this idea, saying, “The DNA molecule normally 
deteriorates rapidly after the animal dies. The conditions of 
burial and preservation would have to be just right to salvage 
any genetic material that old.” 

So as scientists battle, the public feeds off this craze as if it 
were already sharing the planet with these ancient beasts. 

Kids especially are the ones feeding off this craze. Proof of 
this lays in every toy store in the country. Lined on shelves in 
droves, toy dinosaurs peer out at defenseless parents scream- 
ing, “buy me, buy me, buy me!” 


“We have plastic dinosaurs, rubber dinosaurs, stuffed 
dinosaurs along with lunch boxes, notebooks, puzzles, color- 
ing books. You name it, dinosaurs are on it,” said Bill Smith, 
sales department manager at Toys ’R’ Us in Salem, N.H. 
“Since the movie has come out, there has been a tremendous 
response to these items. We have also seen a definite increase 
in sales since they have been in stock,” he said. 

The marketing: Most of these products carry the Jurassic 
Park logo on them, hence furthering the overall gross for the 
movie. However, many other brand name manufacturers are 
jumping on the dinosaur express wagon as well. 

Moving on with the craze, the “Dinosaurs of Jurassic Park 
Exhibit” will land in Boston at the Museum of Science Oct. 
9 and run through the end of the year. The exhibit consists of 
the dinosaurs created for the movie. Prices, dates, times and 
reservations are not being announced at this time, however. 

So is all this craziness over dinosaurs leading us down the 
track? Are we, in fact, selling out an animal race extinct for 65 
million years? Or is this craze enhancing the research of this 


once great race of animals. 

Ostrom sees this mass marketing as “typical human traits.” 

Same old story: “We have to accept the concept that as a 
race, we have always made animals and objects, and even 
ourselves the subject of marketing. I am not at all surprised 
that dinosaurs are the subject right now. In time, it will be 
something else.” 

As far as enhancing the field of paleontology, Ostrom 
returns to his theory on the passing of the craze. “It’s a short- 
term thing. Those who are interested in paleontology are 
interested out of curiosity, a curiosity that lies much deeper 
than this current craze,” he said. 

Ostrom was one of the many paleontologists that assisted 
Michael Crichton with writing his novel. 

Now the craze continues. It is up to society when it will die 
out and become as extinct as the subject itself. And who 
knows, maybe one day humans will share the planet with these 
ancient beasts, but as was suggested in the movie ... should 
we? 
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We like to get it right 


The NECC Observer will correct any mistakes on its pages. To report an error, contact 
the editors or adviser at 374-3900, ext. 2634. Thanks for your support! 
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WANTED: 10 HOMES 
For VINYL SIDING 


A limited number of homeowners in this area will 
be given the opportunity of having HIGH TECH 
2000 SOLID VINYL SIDING professionally 
installed ata VERY LOW INVESTMENT. This 
beautiful new product has captured the interest of 
homeowners throughout the United States who 
are fed up with High Energy Costs and having to 
paint every 3 or 4 years. This quality made siding 
and custom formed trim cover can be yours at a 


VERY LOW INVESTMENT. 
* Established 1969 


ANLALAEYY 


s WINDOW & SIOING 


* 24 Years Experience 


Haverhill 
(508) 373-1886 
Nat. Toll Free 
1-800-370-1886 


$ Cash In Hand $ 


Papa Gino’s in Plaistow is looking 
for delivery drivers! 

Must have own car and insurance 

Night hours available, 4 to 12 p.m. 


CALL 603-382-9204, if interested 
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Arts Scene 


Campus Events 


On Friday, Sept. 17,a welcoming dance at 
the Lawrence campus will be held from 8 


p-m. to midnight. 


Get With It Weekevents begin on Mon- 
day, Sept. 20 and continue through Thurs- 
day, Sept. 23. Events include student ori- 
entation tours and workshops, located in 
the Student Center, Haverhill campus, 


from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Events include: 


O “Life After Class Club Fair,” Mon- 
day, Sept. 20, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., in 


the Student Center, Haverhill campus. 


QO “Getting to Know You, Getting to 
Know Us,” Monday, Sept. 20, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Atrium, Lawrence 


campus. 


Q “Unity for the Community,” a cultural 
diversity program, Tuesday, Sept. 21, from 
1] am. to 1 p.m., in the Student Center, 


Haverhill campus. 


Q “It’s Up to You!” A presentation on 
opportunities for students, Tuesday, Sept. 
21, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the Atrium, 


Lawrence campus. 


OQ “Safer Everything!” Personal issues, 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, from 11 a.m. to 1] p.m., 
in the Student Center, Haverhill campus. 

OQ “Can We Talk?” Ongoing alumni-fac- 
ulty-student events, Thursday, Sept. 23, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Haverhill campus. 


Gallery events 


As part of Deaf Awareness Week, Sept. 19 
through the 25, the exhibit “Deaf Artists: A 
Perspective of Deaf Culture Through Art,” 
will be shown in the Gallery at the Bentley 


Arts Trivia Contest 


This 
week’s 


questions 


1. What British band named its next LP... And 
then there were three, after the departure of a 


vocalist and a guitarist? 


2. Who beat Madonna as 1985’s sexiest woman, 


according to a Rolling Stone poll? 


3. What rock ’n’ roller did Time say was respon- 
sible for increased sales of Levi’s jeans in 1986? 
4. What late rock star is the subject of the 


documentary “In My Life?” 
5. What band opened up for the 1993 
Lollapolooza tour? 


¢ Answer the five questions correctly and 
become eligible to win a free Papa Gino’s pizza. 


° Bring the correct answer to all five questions to 
the NECC Observer office for a chance to win a 
large cheese pizza from Papa Gino’s, Plaistow, 
N.H. Entries must be received by Wednesday, Sept. 
22, at noon. Answers, along with the winner’s 


name, will be printed in our next issue. 
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NONCE A STRANGE TEXTUKE TO 
THE SURFACE OF PLANET X-/28.... 


Observer Arts & Entertainment 


Library through Sept. 30. 


The exhibit is sponsored by the NECC 
Gallery, the NECC Foundation, Special Ser- 
vices for Hard of Hearing and Deaf People, 
Gallaudet University Regional Center and 
Speech and Hearing Center of Massachu- 


setts. 


Q “A Talk with Brenda Schertz,” Tues- 
day, Sept. 21 at 1 and 2 p.m. Schertz was a 
main coordinator in the exhibit and is an artist 


liaison herself. Admission is free. 


O Gallery talk with Schertz for deaf and 
hard of hearing junior and high school stu- 


dents, Thursday, Sept. 23, at 9:30 and 11 


a.m. Admission is free, kept to groups of 20. 
Q Storytelling by the Little Theater of the 
Deaf, includes short stories and tall tales. 
Sunday, Sept. 26, at 2 p.m. Admission is free. 
Q Gallery talk with Schertz for deaf and 
hard of hearing junior and high school stu- 
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dents will be held Thursday Sept. 30, at 
9:30 and 11 a.m. Admission is free, kept to 
groups of 20. 

Q Slide presentation by Schertz, “A 
Perspective of Deaf Culture Through Art: 
How Do We See It?” Thursday Sept. 30, 
at 7 p.m. Admission is free. 

Q The best of the National Theater of 
the Deaf Outreach Troupe takes place on 
Sunday, Sept. 26 at 2 p.m. in the Gallery, 
Haverhill campus. It is sponsored by 
Gallaudet University Regional Center, 
NECC Foundation, the Gallery and stu- 
dent activities. 

Ethnic event 

Q Tuesday, Sept. 28 is Native Ameri- 
can Day. A Native American concert will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Atrium at the Lawrence campus. The con- 
cert is sponsored by student activities. 


SOME RELATIONSHIPS | SAW 
ARE JUST DESTINED | THAT ONE 


THAT EXPLAINS ALL 
THE PIZZAS THAT KEEP 


: 


DCREATORS SYNDICATE © 1883 JP. Toomey 


THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD 


ANIMALS AT WORK: Zoological pursuits 
by Nancy Salomon 


15 Heroic tale 

19 Mubarak, for one 
20 Vietnamese capital 
21 Serve the purpose 
22 PBS science series 
23 Avid story seekers 
25 Agile felon 


31 B&O and Reading 

32 Annie's dog's 
vocabulary 

33 __ Beta Kappa 

34 Auto mechanic 

40 Stat for a slugger 

42 Mineral springs 

46 Kind of conifer 

47 Double-reed 
woodwinds 

48 Modern-day usurer 

50 Leave out 

51 Minute quantities 

52 “C'mon!” 

53 Luau dish 

54 Start of a nursery- 
school 


Edited by Stanley Newman 


75 Home away from home 
76 Ecclesiastical law 
77 Mariner's malarkey 
79 Vane dir. 

80 Adjective suffix 

81 “They __ after the 

farmer's wife” 

83 Secret writings 

84 More than plentiful 
85 Library denizens 

87 Suit fabric 

88 Wined and dined 

89 Grp. or org. 

90 Take advantage of 
91 They're paper-trained 
93 Neither Rep. nor Dem. 
95 Heavy volume 

96 Sun. address 

97 George C. Scott role 
100 Roseanne's married 

name 

102 Gambler's grooves 
106 Paparazzo 
108 Court ace 

110 Fully marbled? 

111 Latin music 

112 Shake off 

113 Music for two 

114 Type of ski lift 

115 Leaves as is 

116 Roadside restaurant 
117 Matches a bet 


See crossword puzzle solution, left. 


13 Tease unmercifully 


14 Inarut 
15 Pool spin 


16 Prince Charies’ sport 
17 Dreaded tsar 


18 Be concerned 
24 Unduly severe 


26 Root word 


37 Down In the dumps 


38 Tabloid notice 
39 British bigwigs 


40 Contemptible 
41 Kind of drum or fiddle 
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51 College lodgings 
52 Minimal 
55 Study for the bar 
56 Husky's hangout 
58 Bowler Anthony 
60 Gin flavoring 
61 Descendant 72 Link up 86 Madame Defarge. 99 Albacore or bivefin 
62 Deer guys 73 Read between for one 100 Highly competent 
64 “Goodness the lines 87 Japanese wrestling Whence heroes 
ai 74 Planter’s needs 88 Jacques’ brother come 
65 bones 76 Calc. keys 91 Cuban dances 102 de__ 
66 Out like a light 77 Mason portrayer 92 Stable groom 103 Chilis and fever 
67 Biblical queendom 78 Bus Stop playwright 94 “She loves me _ 104 Swiss abstractionist 
68 Proscribed acts Volume 95 Have faith in 105 Embeds a gem 
69 Preminger and 83 Seceded, maybe 97 Attention getter 107 Scoundre! 
Klemperer 84 Secondhand tires 98 Pequod captain 109 Starter’s prop 
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Hess details 


sports 


cuts 


Budget falls short of hopes 


By CHRIS OTOVIC 
Observer Sports Editor 


Programs may have to suffer cuts at some 
point of their existence and usually people 
don’t take to them kindly. 

Jack Hess, NECC athletic director, is un- 
happy spring golf has been canceled and fall 
baseball will be scaled back. 

Early last spring the student finance com- 
mittee told the athletic department to cut 
back on the overall budget. It was left up to 
Hess to make the recommended 8 percent 
cut on whatever he chose. 

The first rumor to surface was that Hess 
would cut fall baseball and the golf programs 
were going to be cut to equal the 8 percent, 
but NECC President John R. Dimitry shot 
down the rumor before it had time to spread. 

“To my knowledge, fall baseball and golf 
have not been cut,” Dimitry said. “Golf won 
the regional title last year.” 

Reductions revealed: Now that the fall 
term is here, the total budget cut story for the 
sports department is known. 

Baseball was officially canceled for the fall 
but the students are going to play the games 
anyway. Coach Mike Rowinski will continue 
on as head coach but will coach for free to 
help cut expenses. 

In addition, baseball had been given $1,200 
by the student senate, toward new equip- 
ment. The catch is students must raise the 
money back or spring baseball will suffer. 
Golf, however, will take a hit. 


“I’m not in the fund-raising business,” 
said Hess, last year’s golf coach. “I did this the 
last two years and I won’t do it again.” 
According to Hess, he hasn’t lost fall baseball 
and golf, the students have. 

“Last year, there was an element that was 
anti-Jack Hess,” Hess said. “A person work- 
ing as treasurer for student senate last year was 
anti-Jack Hess and she was the ring leader.” 

Arthur Signorelli, student activities direc- 
tor, in attempting to clear the air, said, “I can 
honestly say the student senate was focused 
on making necessary cuts fairly. I took great 
pains to make sure the senate finance commit- 
tee carefully considered the effect of cuts on 
students in the clubs or organizations, not to 
make decisions on any one personality. I can 
honestly say that no one person had an over- 
whelming influence on any budget allocation 
or any budget cut. I am very pleased with the 
professionalism of this year’s finance commit- 
teen 

Sacrifices: Hess said additional cuts will 
be made in the team schedules to make up for 
the budget reduction. Baseball will play on 
the road almost every game because it is 
cheaper to the athletic department by not 
having to pay for umpires and field mainte- 
nance. 

“The problem with the administration ... 
is that there are too many egos clashing with 
each other,” Hess said. 

Hess criticized NECC students for the 
lack of involvement around campus and said 
this uncaring attitude is another reason for 


Sports Infographs 


College football 
Winningest Division 1-AA teams in the 
'90s, includes playoffs: 


W-L-T Pet. 
Youngstown State 34-7-1 .821 


Eastern Kentucky 31-7-0 .816 
Holy Cross 26-6-1 .803 
Northernlowa = 31-8-0 .795 
N. CarolinaA&T 27-8-0 .771 y Ss 


SOURCE: National Collegiate Athletic Association 
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Biking in America 


Biking is one of the 
fastest-growing sports 
inthe U.S. Some facts: 


# 10.8 million bicycle 
helmets have been 
sold in the U.S. 
in 1993 


® Total of biking 
apparel sales: 
$1 billion 
(1991 estimate) 


SOURCE: Bicycle Institute of America 
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American Business 
Services 


50 Pleasant Street, Newburyport (across from postoffice) 
(508) 465 -7441 


Resumes 


self-service computers & laser printers 
Business cards, rubber stamps, canon colors copies, 
Copies, term papers 


Fax in your resume 
pick up in 1 hour 


20% discount with this ad thru 9/30/93. 


Keeping in shape 


Students offered free daily workout area 


By CHRIS OTOVIC 
Observer Sports Editor 


Some students may have a problem with 
working out. Classes might interfere, 
money could stop them from joining a 
health club or they might not know what 
do when they get to the gym. The athletic 
department has solved most problems by 
opening up their own center. 

The health and fitness center is open 
daily from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. to any 
NECC student with a valid I.D. and class 
schedule. Its main purpose is to provide a 
chance for students to work out daily atno 
cost. Students are offered the advice and 
supervision from NECC staff members, 
Donna Johnson and Jack Hess. 

Equipment: The fitness center consists 
of 16 Eagle Cybex nautilus machines to 
work the arm, chest and leg muscles. Two 
or three machines are grouped in an area 
with a wall chart so people know what 
muscles they are trying to develop. It also 
offers four aerobic machines for the car- 
diovascular system. A separate free 
weight room is available for student use as 
well. 

NECC has a stereo system to workout 
to and students are encouraged to bring 


the department’s cuts. 

“The word that comes to mind is apathy,” 
Hess said. “Eighty of 100 students come to 
classes and leave, and out of the 20 left, 16 we 
reach.” 

The sports department is also the largest 
budget, so naturally it would be the heaviest 
cut, Hess said. 

“If you talk to club advisers, they have a 
more positive attitude toward their role be- 


their own tapes to listen to. At the first 
workout, the center asks students to sign 
a release form, waiving them from any 
responsibilities involving possible injuries. 

Added bonus: Aside from hard work, 
NECC has put some fun into the health 
and fitness center. 

With each 30-minute workout, stu- 
dents are eligible to draw a letter of the 
alphabet. The letters are used to spell “get 
physically fit” and when the phrase is 
completed, the center gives out a pair of 
shorts to the first 24 winners. 

For more information, call Johnson at 
374-3819 or stop by the gym, D-133, 


Much equipment 


The fitness center consists 
of 16 Eagle Cybex nauti- 
lus machines to work the 
arm, chest and leg 
muscles. 


cause of the support, cooperation and honest 
communication that we have had this past 
year,” Signorelli said. 

Signorelli understands that cuts are hard 
to accept but feels a line must be drawn. 

“Tr’s only natural to be putting more effort 
and energy into working with the club advis- 
ers and student organizations that have con- 
structive comments as opposed to those who 
do nothing but whine,” Signorelli said. 


NECC Observer 
Sports trivia contest 


Questions of the week 


1. What two major league baseball pitchers threw no-hitters in September 


1993? 


2. Michael Jordan was drafted third in the 1985 NBA draft. Who were drafted 


numbers one and two? 


3. Name the last Boston Red Sox triple-crown winner? 
4. Who caught Doug Flutie’s miracle Hail-Mary pass against the University of 


Miami in 1984? 


5. Name the only two players in major league baseball history to get 3,000 hits 


and hit 500 home runs? 


Answer the five questions correctly and become eligible to win a free Papa 


Gino’s pizza. 


© Bring the correct answer to all five questions to the NECC Observer office for 
a chance to win a large cheese pizza from Papa Gino’s, Plaistow, N.H. Entries 
must be received by Wednesday, Sept. 22, at noon. Answers, along with the 
winner's name, will be printed in our next issue. 
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WE SERVICE EVERYBODY 
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Breaking the silence 


By DON TAHAN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


rtists often interpret the world through 

A their work. Many times, words need 

not be spoken for a viewer to receive 

these interpretations, making silence the loud- 
est voice of all. 

A perfect example of this silent voice is 
heard at the NECC exhibit, “Deaf Artists: A 
Perspective of Deaf Culture Through Art.” 

As part of National Deaf Awareness Week, 
Sept. 19 through 25, the exhibit features 
artwork by eight nationally-recognized art- 
ists. All of the artwork focuses on deaf culture 
and the deaf experience. 

Originality: “It’s the first exhibit ofits kind 
in New England,” said Jane Nunes, exhibit 
chairperson and director of Special Services 
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People. “This 
kind of art has been around for a very long 
time; only now is it being exposed to the 
public. The best thing about it is the influence 
the artwork has on you when you see it. It’s 
amazing.” 

Hands grab ominously at a square face. A 
huge ear clings to the face surrounded by 
what looks like interconnected wires. Some- 
thing is happening. Something lies beneath 
the surface of this pastel drawing by artist 
Betty Miller of Washington, D.C. that ex- 
presses her deaf experience. But what? 

This is only one of 35 works of art on 
display at the exhibit. Some of the art is subtle 
in its nature, some of it is profound and 
gripping in the way the artists have depicted 
the deaf experience. And other artwork is just 
the opposite, giving off a happy, mellow 
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Merrimack was 


Art exhibit focuses on dea 


Two for the show 


feeling of the experience. 

This wide variation in style is the result of 
eight artists selected from a national pool on 
the basis that they are deaf professional artists, 
and their work reflects the deaf experience, 
community or culture. All come from differ- 
ent parts of the country. 

Location: The exhibit can be seen in the 


the only school for me... 


Sean Lydon 
Andover, Massachusetts 


because of its location, 
affordability, and 

good reputation. 

The staff is very helpful... 
and the professors 

are concerned about each 
student's well-being. 
The transfer of courses 

is very flexible... 


and registration is easy! 


Northern Essex Community College 


Accounting Major 
Treasurer of Student Senate 


Merrimack College 
Accounting Major 


Secretary of Commuter Council 


9 
Merrimack 
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For more information call the Office of Admissions 
508-837-5100 


oaee 


S. LaChance photo 
DIRECTOR OF Special Services Jane Nunes and artist liaison Brenda Schertz hold 
one of 35 artworks presented in the exhibit focusing on deaf culture through art. 


Gallery, located in the Bentley Library. Ad- 
mission is free. 

Related events taking place in the Gallery 
from now through Sept. 30 include: 

QO “A Talk with Brenda Schertz,” Tuesday 
Sept. 21, at 1 and 2 p.m. Schertz, who is deaf, 
was a main coordinator for the exhibit along 
with Nunes. Admission is free. 
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Auto Radiator 
Service 


Complete Auto 
Repairs 


143 Marston Street 
Lawrence 


(508) 685-9251 
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Maintenance tune-up 
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| 

| Most domestic and foreign cars 
We will install new resistor spark plugs, 

| adjust idle speed, set timing, test battery 

l and charging system, inspect rotor, | 
distributor cap, PCV vaive. «juhon cables, 

l air filter, crankcase vent tiie: and vapor 

j camster filter 
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RT. 110 CAR CARE CENTER, INC. 
402 AMESBURY RD. 
HAVERHILL, Mass. 01830 
508-372-6604 


f culture 


ial 


QO “Gallery Talk with Brenda Schertz,” for 
deaf and hard of hearing junior and high 
school students on Thursday, Sept. 23, at 
9:30 and 11 a.m. Limited to groups of 20. 
Admission is free. 

Q Storytelling by the Little Theater of the 
Deaf, Sunday, Sept. 26, at 2 p.m. Includes 
short stories and tall tales which will inspire 
and amuse. Admission is free. 

OQ “Gallery Talk with Brenda Schertz,” for 
deaf and hard of hearing junior and high 
school students. Thursday, Sept. 30, at 9:30 
and 11 a.m. Limited to groups of 20. Admis- 
sion is free. 

Q Slide presentation by Brenda Schertz, 
“A Perspective of Deaf Culture Through Art: 
How Do We See It?” Thursday, Sept. 30, at 
7 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
Admission is free. 

The exhibit is sponsored by the NECC 
Gallery, the NECC Foundation, Special Ser- 
vices for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People, 
Gallaudet University Regional Center and 
Speech and Hearing Foundation of Massa- 
chusetts. 

The goal: “The exhibit has been on the 
drawing board for over a year now. It’s great 
that we’re finally seeing it happen. I hope that 
whoever sees the exhibit will learn something 
about deaf people, their artwork and mostly 
the powerful message incorporated within 
the art,” Nunes said. 

“Deaf people are a culture, a community. 
Society can no longer view deaf people as 
victims of a physical handicap. Hopefully, 
people who can hear will see this point at the 
exhibit.” 

For information, call Nunes at 374-3658. 
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¢ Developing supplies — 

¢ B+W film Se 

e B+W paper 

¢ Developing tanks 

e Special low NECC 
student prices 


For all your photo needs: 
Instant passport photos 
Frames 

Enlargements 

Same day developing 


200 Main St., Haverhill 
372-3280 


Ultra = 
Service Center 


Lube, 
Oil & Filter 


Pius 10-point 
safety check 


With an Ultra Lube” 

we visually inspect ties, 
alignment, differential, 
ATF, suspension system, 
exhaust system, battery, 
belts, hoses, and hrake/ 
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